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Panel for steep rise in II'T fees for UG students

Akshaya Mukul | Ta~

New Delhi: Asked torework
Hs earlier report on readmap
for autonomy and fufure of
I'Ts, the Anil Kakodkar pan-
el has stood by s earlier rec-
ommendation that could re-
sult in a substantial fee hike
at the undergraduate level.
The commitiee made a
presentation of itsreworked
repori on Thursday HRD
minister Kapil Sibal re-

mained non-committal, and -
said the final decision would

be taken by the H'T Council
later The report would be put
in public domain on ¥Friday.

Giving out the roadmap
for research, the panel has
said thai PhD students should
be scaled upfrom the current

1,000 PhD students per year
t0 10,000 by 2020-25. Fthas also
said that bright undergrad-
uate students should be en-

roiled for PhD at the end of
_ their third vear. Even facul-

ty strength should be ramped
up to 16,000 in the next 10
vears. The present strength
is 4,000.

The Kakodkar commitice
has said that 50 Central gov-
ernment funded institutions
— other than HTs — be nur-
tured with the help of IIT fac-
ulty These institutions could
be National Institutes of
Technology, Indian Institutes
of Information Technology
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~and other institutions.

The reworked report reit-
erates that HTs should “re-
caver the full operational cost
of education” through fee
and not take any aid from
government’s non-plan budg-
et Since this would result in
a manifold rise in fee, the
committee has suggested a
“hassle-free” bank loan
arrangement at the time
of admission. But for stu-
dents belonging to reserved
category and economically
weakey sections, the panel
hassaid the ministry should
pay the “full operating cost
of education”.
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Hikel Ifsfees four

KirtikaSuneja
New Dethi, May 13

TICKING to its earlier
recommendation of
increasing the tuition

jof Technology (IIT) four
\times from the current
1350,000 to ¥2-2.5 lakh per
| yearperstudent, the govern-
I ment-appointed Anil
'Kakodkar committee has
lsuggested the substantial
| rise in fee at the undergrad-
juatelevel,

This would bereasonable
-considering the high de-
.mand for IIT graduates and

thesalary thatan ITB.Tech
-1s expected to get and the
-capital investment per stu-
dentisestimatedat320lakh,
.thepanel says,
; - Currently, around
500,000 engineering gradu-
.ates come out of engineer-
-ing colleges. This number
would cross one million in
(threetofour yearsfrom now
and only about 1% of IIT
BTechs do PhD at the IITs,
thereport says.
« Thecommitteehas there-,
Jore suggested that each IT
should progressively grow
.to have around 1,200 faculty
(from around 500 teday) and
closer to 12,000 students
with maximum growth
coming from an enhanced
numberof PhD students.

Further, the committee
has suggested setting up of
five more IITs so that the
number of IIT PhD gradu-
ates scales up to 10,000 per
year At present, therearel6
IITs in the country.

*  Inanother important de-

fees for the Indian Institutes

times: Committee

AN ENGINEER

mincrease tuitionfee 4
times to Rs 2-2.5 fakh !

mExecutive MTech
programme for about
10,000 working R
professionals from
industry

aFaculty torise to 1,200
from current 500

mSettingup Smore ITs

mBoard of governors to
governthe institute

PAY MORE TO BE

,

cision, the committee has
suggested the retention of
time-tested parameters like
acertainfaculty-studentra-
tio of 1:10and PG : UG ratio
of I:1orhigher.

The committee has sug-
gested a minimum of 0.8
PhDs per faculty annually,
eventually reaching 1 PhD
per faculty.

On this basis, the com-
mittee is aiming at scaling
the IIT system to 16,000 fac-
ulty and 160,000 total stu-
dent strength (with 40,000 at
the PhD level, 40,000 at the
Masters level and 80,000 UG
students) by around the
Year 2020. Each year, then,
the IIT system will admit
10,000 PhDs,

The committee has
also recommended an
executive MTech pro-
gramme for about 10,000
working professionals from
industry through live video
classes to enhance the
knowledge base,

Towards enhancing au-

tonomy, the panel has pro-
posed that each institute be
fully governed by its board
of governors including as-
pectslikefinancial planning
and expenditure rules, fac-
ulty remuneration, fees and
numberof faculty and staff,

The board should have
one representative each.
from theministry of human
resource development and
the state governments,
alumni and faculty,

Significantly, the com-
mittes has suggested each
institutetosubjectitself toa
comprehensive institution
review by an international-
lyeminentgrouponceevery
five years.

“Such reviews which
willbe overseen by the

IIT Council, will have fo-
cus on quality pro-
grammes, their direction
and size, working of the in-.
stitutions and suggestions
for change, including
new  initiatives,” the
reportadds.
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Stung, IT-Kgp
suspends
whistleblower

\(\ Akshaya Mukul {

New Delhi: Three days after
it moved the Supreme Court,
IT-Kharagpur on Friday sus-
pended whistleblower Rajeev
Kumar, professor of comput-
er science, for allegedly de-
faming the institute. The or-
der, issued by the officiating
registrar, said Kumar cannot
enter his department or leave
Kharagpur without permis-
sion. It said disciplinary ac-
tion was also being contem-
plated against Kumar.

On Tuesday, IIT had sought
the SC's permission to take dis-
ciplinary action against Ku-
mar for causing “irreparable
damage to the image and rep-
utation of the institute and for
lowering the morale of the
teaching faculty as well as the
students”. It had also said the
intended “action” against Ku-
mar was in no way connected
with the case pending in the
Supreme Court on JEE re-
forms and other issues.

Kumar contended that when
IIT wanted to buy 500 laptops
for the utilization of the Cu-
mulative Professional Devel-
opment Allowance, two laptop
specifications were floated for
guotations, He said when he did
a price comparison of laptops
with the same specification, he
found a laptop bought directly
would have cost Rs 79,000 com-
pared to Rs 1.07 lakh through
empanelled vendors.
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IIT Kharagpur suspends
whistleblower professor

Aom TanponTNS

New Devni, May 13
IIT Kharagpur today sus-
pended Rajeev Kumar,
professor in the Depart-
ment of Computer Science
and Engineering, and ini-
tiated disciplinary pro-
ceedings against him, -
e suspension of Kumar
comes in the wake of cudg-
els he had taken up with the
powerful IIT Directors,
exposing irregularities in
the Joint Entrance Exami-
nation system used to select
candidates for the premiere
technical inStitutions. - ..
It was through a sustained
Right to Information cam-

are still pending with the
Chief Information Commis-
sioner) that Kumar brought to
light the discrepancies in cut
off marks in the JEE system.
It was after Kumar’s efforts
that- the IITs agreed to
become transparent in the
conduct of JEE and pubtlish
results of the entrance exam

‘early - something they never

did easlier, thus giving a free
run to coaching institutes
which would publish the
results on the day of test,
thereby attracting students.
The whistle blower today
got a letter from IT Kharag-
pur administration, putting .
him under suspension and
barring him from leaving the

paign (several of his petitions. _ campus without permission. |

i“‘n':t
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0600km leap: Solar plane’s

Geneva: A team of Swiss ad-
venturers took their solar-
powered plane on its first in-
ternational flight Friday, a
600km leap from a small air-
field in Switzerland to Brus-
sels airport in Belgium.

The Solar Impulse HB-SIA
single-seater prototype took
off from Payerne airfield in
Switzerland at 8.40am after a
three-hour delay due to strong
winds. It is expected to reach
Brussels by nightfall.

The plane with the
wingspan of a Boeing 777
made its 2009 maiden flight
in Switzerland and further
tests have all taken place
there. Last year it completed
a 26-hour non-stop flight that

maiden international ﬂlght

proved the plane can stay

aloft at night from the solar
energy its 12,000 solar cells
soaked up during the day.

It created a record for the
longest flight by a manned so-
lar-powered aeroplane after
staying aloft for 26 hours, 10
minutes and 19 seconds above
Switzerland, also setting a
record for altitude by flying

FROM SWITZERLAND TO BELGIUM

at 9,235 metres.

The team, led by pilot An-
dre Borschberg and adven-
turer Bertrand Piccard, said
the flight across France, Lux-
embourg and Belgium poses
afresh challenge as it requires
navigation across interna-
tional air traffic networks.

They hepe to fly an im-
proved version of the plane
around the world in 2012.

The flight can be followed

on the team'’s website, where
visitors can track the plane’s
progress live on a map and see
key parameters such as alti-
tude, ground speed, battery
levels and how much energy
its solar cells are generating.
The aircraft will go on .
show at Brussels airport un-
til May 29 before flying on to
the international air show at
Le Bourget in Paris from
June 20 to 26. arp
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